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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xxiii. 34, 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 
a 


To*.4 friend to Truth and Consistency.” 
See Christian Messenger, page 161-2. 

I beg leave to differ from you, Sir, 
in considering the mysteriousness or 
mcomprehensibility of a doctrine, any 
objection to our receiving it as true, and 
implicitly believing in it. 

Though no advocate for the Doc- 
trine of the ‘Trinity as preached by men, 
yet, if there were no other objection to 
it, than that of its being above my com- 
prehension, I should not conceive this 
suficient to Warrant me in its rejection. 

Tosay that there are no mysteries in 
the Christian religion which have not 
been revealed, is, 1 humbly conceive, ad- 
vancing a proposition which can be rea- 
dily proved false, by a refference to 
facts. —Is there, indeed, any one of the 
doctrines of Scripture which can be 
fully comprehended by us—-We may 
perfectly understand the doctrine as 
simply stated to be such, but no fur- 
her.—To illustrate—I he resurrection 
and change of our bodies after death, 
we have every reason to believe will 
take place—but, as to the real nature of 
this change, or the secondary means by 
which it will be effected, we are total- 
ly in the dark—lIt is to us, as stated by 
St. Paul, indeed a mystery! 

Even the nature of God—his self-exis- 
tencegethe infinite attributes of his per- 
son—ers omniscience—his omnipotence 
—his omnipresence, are to us all mys- 
ieries totally above our comprehension. 

It may be said that all mysteries 
which contradict the established laws 
of nature, or are contrary to the dictates 
of our reason, are to be rejected—but 
even on this rule we shall have to re- 
ject many of the facts recorded in 
Scripture, 

It is contrary to the established laws 
of nature that a human body, which in 
its specific gravity so much exceeds that 
of water, should be supported by this 
fluid, and yet the Scriptures record that 
both Christ and Peter walked upon the 
surface of the waves. 





Is it not contrary to nature and to 
reason, to suppose « human body which 
had died and was deposited in the grave, 
where it had remained for several days, 
and partly undergone putrefaction, 
should, by the mere uttering of a few 
words, be made to come forth from the 
grave and again live? And yet the 
Sacred Writings assure us, that this 
really did happen in the case of Lazarus. 

These then are mysteries—which we 
must believe, though totally above our 
comprehension, or else reject the autho- 
rity of the Scriptures, 

It would be almost unnecessary to 
bring forward any other of the myste- 
ries connected with our religion, but I 
shall, to silence all objection, instance 
two other facts, which completely con- 
tradict both our reason and the laws 
of nature. I allude, first, To the 
fact of illiterate men suddenly being 
rendered capable of discoursing in 
languages, which they had but se/dom 
heard, and never studied, as did occur 
in the case of the apostles at Jerusalem 
on the day of Pentecost, and, second, 
To the sudden appearance of Christ 
among his disciples, after he had been 
publicly put to death and buried, and 
when for fear of the Jews his timorous 
disciples had barred tight the doors, so 
(hat none could enter, 

But it is not only in religion that mys- 
teries exist. Leok into nature and we 
will find most if not all of his opera- 
tions totally incomprehensible to men’s 
wisdom !—what do those who quarrel 
with the mysteries of religion know of 
the mode in which the blood is formed 
out of the heterogenious substances 
composing the food of animals—ot the 
nature of the generation and growth of 
the human body, or of the germination 
of the smallest seed—all they know, is, 
that blood zs formed from food compos- 
ed of a variety of different substances— 
that animal bodies do grow, and that 
seeds when placed under certain cir- 
cumstances do become living plants, but 
turther than this mere statement of the 
fact, human wisdom endeavours to pene- 


trate in vain—all beyond is enveloped 
in the profoundest mystery. 

From the above, I think we may safe- 
ly conclude that the mere mysterious- 
ness of a doctrine should never be urged 
as a proof of its falsity. 

* & 





Dialogue between a Universalist and a 
Limitarian, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 166. 

Lim. IU thank you, dear Sir, for bring- 
ing this passage in Ecclesidstes to mind, 
for I well recollect to have heard it of- 
ten used by our preachers, to remind 
us that our state is eternally fixed at 
death; but after examining it, assisted 
by the light you have thrown on the sub- 
ject, by presenting the text in its natu- 
ral connexion, I am not only satisfied 
that it never was intended by its author 
to support, or even to intimate any such 
thing as our divines apply it to, but I 
am really surprised, and that almost to 
astonishment, that it should be ever so 
used. But this circumstance shows 
how far the prejudices of the human 
mind will go, and the unwarrantable 
tendency of blind tradition. But after 
agreeing with you, thus far, I must con- 
fess that I am brought into no small 


ing to its most literal sense, and I can 
see no other sense to it, it seems to deny 
any future existence for man, and is as 
much opposed to the gospel as it is 
to the idea of future misery. Will you 
be so good as to assist me in bringing 
this passage into a light in which it will 
harmonize with the christian hope of a 
future happy state ? 

Uni. I will, dear Sir, most freely 
offer my mind on this subject; a sub- 
ject however, about which I allow my- 
self to form no other opinion, than what 
is plainly expressed in the faithful re- 
cords of divine revelation.—In the first 
place, permit me to observe, with re- 
gard to the passage under considera-~ 
tion, that it is entirely silent on the sub- 
ject of aresurrection. It neither indi- 





cates any thing for or against it. It 


difficulty with this passage ; for accord- 
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does not prove that the dead will not 
be raised into a state of future misery ; 
nor does it prove that they will not be 
raised into a state of endless felicity ; 
it says nothing concerning this subject. 
But Jesus Christ “ hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel.” And as nei- 
ther this passage in Ecclesiastes, nor any 
other in all the Scripture, says any thing 
with a design to deny a resurrection 
and a future state, $0 we find no diffi- 
culty in understanding the harmony of 
Scripture on this vastly important sub- 
ject. 

Lim. I see no reason why I should 
not be satisfied with what vou have of- 
fered on my question ; and I think my 
mind is somewhat enlightened respect- 
ing the true ground, on which the ques- 
tion, whether man’s future moral exis- 
_ tence is to be of the same character that 
it is when he leaves this mortal state. It 
now appears to me that we must exam- 
ine the divine testimony, which speaks 
directly on the subject of the resurrec- 
tion and a future state, in order to form 
a just and well grounded opinion on 
this question. If you are free to offer 
any thing on this subject I shall be hap- 
py toknow what the Scriptures justify 
us in believing. 

Uni. I agree with you, in the opinion 
that we ought to rely on the testimony 
which regards the resurrection of the 
dead, for any information respecting a 
future state, and especially for evidence 
by which to decide, whether the moral 
state hereafter is the same in which the 
subject leaves the present. But I wish, 
before I proceed to consider what the 
Scriptures teach on this subject, to ob- 
serve, that prudence requires that we 
are careful not to understand passages 
which speak figuratively in a literal 
sense. As Jesus often spake in figura- 
tive language, it seems necessary that 
we seek for his testimony on our pre- 
sent subject, where it is perfectly evi- 
dent that he was speaking of a resurrec- 
tion into a future state of existence. 
The dispute which Jesus held with the 
Sadducees as recorded in the 20th of 
Luke, there can be no doubt was on the 
subject of a real resurrection of the 
dead into another state hereafter. 


These opposers of the Saviour’s,doc- 
trine, denied the resurrection of the 
dead, and were on this account, distin- 
guished as a different sect from the 
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Pharisees, who professed to believe it, 
These Sadducees asked Jesus, whose 
wife a certain woman would be in the 
resurrection, of the seven husbands 
which she had had in this world? The 
Saviour answered as follows; ‘* The 
children of this world marry, and are 
given.in marriage ; but they which 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from 
the dead, neither marry nor are given in 
marriage ; neither can they die any more ; 
for they are equal unto the angels ; and 
are the children of God, being the child- 
ren of the resurrection. Now, that the 
dead are raised, even Moses, shewed 
at the bush, when he calleth the Lord 
the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he 
is not a God of the dead, but of the liv- 
iag ; foralllive unto him.” ‘There are, 
in this passage, several things worthy 
of special notice. ist. An important 
difference between this present state and 
the future in respect to marriage. In 
this pant of the reply the Savour speci- 
ally regarded the particular case on 
which the Sadducees formed their ques- 
tion. 2d. Weare certified by this des- 
cription of the rssurrection state, that 
it admits of no death. ‘ Neither can 
they die any more.”” This very plainly 
shows, that the constitution which men 
receive in the resurrection is essentially 
different from this mortal constitution, 
which is subject to dissolution. 3d, 
We are here certified that man in the 
resurrection will be equal to angels ; 
and though their constitutions are not 
delineated, yet the manner of the state- 
ment shows that their condition 1s su- 
perior to ours in the present state, 
4th. By this reply to the Sadducees, 
we are certified that all who die live 
to God, in this resurrection state. There 
are more particulars which might be 
noticed, but these seem to occupy the 
general subjeet of our discussion. Now, 
my dear Sir, can you learn from this 
all important testimony that the moral 
state of man in the world to come will 
be the same as in this mortal constitu- 
tion ? 
To be continued, 
_—_—t- 
FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
To CoRRESPONDENTsS. 

It is humbly requested, that some of 
our correspondents, who have been so 
liberal -in enriching our columns with 
their free-will offerings ; or some other 















person, who has not yet lent us any as. 
sistance, would take into consideration 
the following subject ; and favour us 
with as much Scriptural light and infor. 
mation as may be In the writer’s power, 

As believers in the Christian Scrip. 
tures, and the doctrine of the New Tes. 
tament concerning the Saviour of the 
world, it seems necessary that we should 
have some clear, and definite ideas re. 
specting the following questions :— 

1. What did Jesus Christ come inte 
this world to save men from? 

2. What were the means by which 
this salvation was or is effected ? 

3. How do those means appear in 
due relation to the salvation effected by 
them? 

4. As itis commonly believed that 
Jesus was sent iato this world to save 
men from the divine vengeance ina fu- 
ture state, it seems reasonable to ask 
whether he came here, to go through 
the process assigned him in order to 
save Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, yea, 
and all the holy prophets from this di- 
vine vengeance in the future state? 
We wish to have it particularly shown, 
how any thing which Jesus did could 
properly effect the salvation of those 
above named, from any vengeance 
which existed in our Father in heaven, 
At least, let it be shown how Jesus ef- 
fected the salvation of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, &c. 





Christian Messenger. 
Philadelphia, Saturday, May 27, 1820. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Mr. Epiror, 


In reading the piece signea Lec: 
tor,” in the last Messenger, I am ata 
loss to determine whether the writer 
means to condemn the observance of 
the Lord’s Supper altogether, or whe- 
ther he only intended to speak of the 
abuses of it by ignorant or designing 
men. If the latter, although we should 
not be altogether pleased with his man- 
ner of treating the subject, yet we 
should agree with him, that the institu- 
tion has been much abused ; or in other 
words, much misused ; and frequently 
has been made a bone of contention, 
and the occasion of persecution, But, 
at the same time, he should have recol- 
lected that the abuse, or misuse, of any 
thing, proves not only the reality, but 
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aiso the goodness of the thing so abused; 
and if we should be justified in laying 
aside a good thing, merely because it 
has been, or still is abused, there is 
nothing good but what might, with 
equal propriety, be laid aside, as there 
is nothing good but what is more or 
less abused. But if the former was the 
design of “‘ Lector,” viz. to condemn 
the institution altogether, (which rather 
seems to have been his object,) he 
should have proved it not to have been 
a divine institution. That the language 
which Christ used relative to this sub- 
ject was figurative, and that the ele- 
ments themselves are only to be under- 
stood as figuratively representing that 
“bread of God which cometh down 
from heaven and giveth life to the world,” 
we are not disposed to dispute, but sup- 
pose it generally so understood by 
Christians ; and if it be so understood, 
there is no occasion for any dispute on 
this subject. That Christ did break 
literal bread, and pour out /itera/ wine, 
when he said, ** Take, eat, this is my 
body,” &c. can no more be disputed 
than we could dispute the existence of 
the ** man Christ Jesus ;”’ and that his 
disciples understood this to have been 
instituted as a solemn ceremony to be 
observed in commemoration of his 
death and sufferings is equally clear: 
and that this institution took its rise at 
that time, and has been observed in the 
church ever since, by Christians gene- 
rally, never has so much as once been 
doubted in the Christian church. It is 
also an institution perfectly harmless, 
and, unless perverted, has no other ten- 
dency than to excite love and gratitude 
among the communicants. ‘The only 
question which can arise relative to this 
subject, is, whether it was thus intend- 
ed by Christ to be*handed down to pos- 
terity as an ordinance to be observed in 
the Christian church? If there be any 
mistake on this subject, the apostles 
themselves were mistaken, and mistaken 
too in a thing the most simple and easy 
to be understood. Until, theretore, 
some evil can be pointed out in the ob- 
servance of this institution, when ob- 
served as it was by Christ and his apos- 
tles, and until it can be shown that there 
is no good resulting from it, we should 
not be justified in laying it aside. If 
any one can go right to the fountain and 
draw water out of the wells of salvation, 
we have no objection : such an one will 
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never despise or condemn a pious bro- 
ther, or sister, who, being weak in faith, 
needs the aid of outward rites, types, 
and shadows ; and I should pity, rather 
than condemn, that soul who could be- 
hold with cold indifference, the humble 
believers in Christ, bending round the al- 
tar, there to receive in humble grati- 
tude the pledges of their Redeemer’s 
love. And where is that soul who can 
participate with no emotion, no warmth, 
nolove! By thése remarks, “* Lector” 
will be able to perceive our views of 
this subject ; he wished for instruction, 
and we have endeavoured to give it: 
and although we neither judge or con- 
demn those who think differently from 
us, yet we deem it both a duty and a 
privilege to be 

A COMMUNICANT. 


— 7) 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. * 
50 DOLLARS REWARD!!! 


Mr. Epiror, 


As asincere enquirer into every doc- 
trine that is considered important and 
incontrovertibly established in. the 
Scriptures, and the doctrine of the ¢rz- 
nity being one of the kind, I beg you 
to permit me through the medium of 
your useful paper, to offer the above 
REWARD to be given in the follow- 
ing premiums :— : 

1. To the person, who first states the 
chapter and verse in the Old or New 
Testament wherein occurs the phrase 
“© God the Son,” 20 dollars. 

2. To the person, who first produces 
the chapter and verse in the Old or 
New ‘Testament, which contains the 
phrase “God the Holy Ghost,” 20 dollars. 

3. Tothe person, who first points 
out the chapter and verse therein where 
is found the word Trinity, or Holy 
Blessed and Glorious Trinity, 10 dollars 

Yours, &c. 
A BEREAIAN CHRISTIAN, 


TO Mr. Z. 


The ideas of Mr. Z. show to what 
length, the human mind is capable of 
wandering, when the path of reason is 
forsaken, when the light of revelation is 
shut out, to bask in the boundless fields 
ot phantasy— Wrapped in the most high 





wrought sophistry, his piece like the 
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glairy tract of the snail, glitters to the 
eye, whilst it excites the disgust and an- 
tipathy of ournature. Manis evident- 
ly conscious of existence before exter- 
nal objects operate upon him, and the 
analysis of a Condillac, or the vibriun- 
cule of a Hartly, prove against their 
own theories, that atomatic life does 
not exist until consciousness is stamped 
upon being. It is by méans of the eye 
that all the beauties of surrounding na- 
ture are conveyed, yet who is hardy 
enough to say that this mass of flesh is 
the sight itself. Consciousness leads 
man to expect a duration, after his mor- 
tal part ha8’ mouldered in the clods of 
the valley, yet materialists assert that 
like the objects around us we must sink 
to nothing. Alas! to what untenable 
premise do they cling to save scepticism 
from drowning, they forget that matter 
is eternal, that even the dew which 
moistens the herbage, and evaporates 
at the opening of the morn, is not re- 
duced to non-entity, but returns with 
its fertilizing influence from the hea- 
vens; and man, creation’s lord, when 
every vestage by which his physical ex- 
istence could be ascertained, is lost, 
goes to form new beings. This truth so 
clear has been the pure foundation of a 
superstitious dogma believed by every 
cast in India, from the Chittery to Soo- 
dar, and perhaps was the cloak thrown 
by philosophers to hide this disgusting 
truth of nature from the view of man- 
kind, the organic particles must all re- 
turn to the grand repository “ mancipio 
nulli datur, omnibus usu.” 


If the soul perished with our mortal 
part where would be perfection in the 
works of God, see the order in which 
plannets roll, behold the scale of being, 
from the mammoth point to the ani- 
malcule, scarce visible to the microsco- 
pic eye; descend further, let the min- 
gled green around call our attention to 
its beauty, and utility ; the flower itself 
rises in the grade of glory, and supe- 
rior to Solomon in all his splendour. 
All that we see, or feel, or know, wears 
the aspect of the topstone, and creation’s 
chariot wheel has passed no impertec- 
tiou, between the pillars that support 
the celestial arch above us.—But man, 
pause, see him rise from helpless infan- 
cy, step by step, he goes a little distance, 
his feet begin to totter, his sight fails, 
he drags out a kind of vegetative exist- 
ence ; the music of the spheres would 
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not command his attention, and after 
affording the pitiable spectacle of de- 


creptitude, and superanuation, he re- 


turns to whence he came,—Gracious 


God! is he alone to mar thy plan and 


.» be unfinished, shall he from whom such 
4 fays of splendour are reflected, whose 
' comprehensive glance encircles vast ex- 
- tent, who sustains every clime, and 


lives in every. latitude, sink forever? 
Shew me the soul, and I will believe 
says the sceptic: do you Not believe in 
magnetical attraction? and have you 
ever seen it? why not then believe also 
in this principle? the fire-fly exhibits no 
light in the day, men of reason might 
(from this) contradict its illuminating 
power at night; when our limbs are 
shrouded in the darkness of death, the 
soul willlight its way to taste the pangs 
of hell, or joys of bliss—That the soul 
appears to suffer by the decay of our 
Organs, is true: the pen with which I 
write has become bad, does this make 
me a bad writer? bodily decay conveys 
to us the thought of mental, when in 
fact, itis only worn-out-tools with which 
the Grand Architect works, as though 
conscious that his works abide but a 
litle while, before he assumes spiritual 


 -organs—We are told that motives go- 





Vern our actions, as well might we be 
told that the colours govern the painter, 


_ that the pencil disposes the variety of 


hues, and delicacy of shades ; and 
sketches by an independent power the 
picture of many coloured life. 


If the soul was material we could di- 


vide it, for matter is divisible ; no, it 
cannot be, it is an indivisible King who 
rules our actions, and before its dread 
levee summons our inmost thoughts. 


In the Book of Genesis, i. 27, man 
was created in the image of God, in 
ii, 5. there was not a man to till the 
ground, and the Lord God formed man 
of the dust of the earth, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life. By 
this we understand that God created the 
soul, the spiritual part, before and inde- 
pendent of the formed body; that the 
first partakes of the immortality of De- 
ity, whilst the earthy partis mortal. If 
as materialists say, the soul is the effect 
of stimuli, I contend that it can never 
‘exist in another world, for when the 
cause shall cease, so must the effect, and 
therefore if the soul gets beyond the 
terrene stimuli, it must perish, and I 
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indeed the consistent ones do not at- 
tempt it. Again, if it is the effect of 
stimuli, then can we confer immortality 
on this clayey tenement, provided how- 
ever, we remain on earth, such is the 
tendency of thy delusion, proselyte of 
illegitimate philosophy. 
Mr. Z. has quoted Scripture, if he has 
any independence of mind, if he is a man 
of reason, let him reflect whether “ the 
dust returns to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit to the God that gave it,” is 
not in the very teeth of his theory, and 
whether man sown in a “natural body” 
shall not be raised in a “ spiritual,”— 
These are all the hints I offer at pre- 
sent. I have no enmity to Mr. Z. and 
fondly hope that his talents may not al- 
ways be perverted in supporting such 
dreadful doctrines: the whole must be at- 
tributed to the influence of that stigma 
on Christianity, the doctrine of Univer- 
salism. I therefore solemnly warn him 
before it is too late, to examine his 
foundation and try if he can realize ano- 
ther world ; reason (so called) will afford 
no comfort, when the dread mandate of 
his God shall echo through worlds 
‘* Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
A CHRISTIAN. 


( Concluded, with a refily, in our next.) 


REMOVAL. 


The Editor of the Christian Messen- 
ger has removed to No. 343 Market 
street, where, in future, all communica- 
tions are to be left; and where any of 
the back numbers wanting may be ob- 
tained. A generous price will be given 
for a few of the five first numbers, if 
preserved clean. ‘The back numbers 
may also be obtained at the Agent of 
the Ladies’ Literary Cabinet’s Office, 
No. 187 south Front street. 


{FP The remaining pamphlets on 
hand, advertised on page 100 of the 
Messenger, will be disposed of in small 
parcels to the first who shall apply for 


those who are disposed to read, but 
unable to purchase, shall each, by cal- 
ling, have a set “ without money and 
without price.” 
ee 
Errata—ZJn our last, page 167, 





defy materialists to prove otherwise: 


read miracles—same col. line 7. from 
the bottom, for she, read the—page 168, 
col. 2, line 15, for hill, read hell. 


MARRIED, 


At Friends’ North Meeting House, Isaac 
B. GARRIGUES to HANNAH Hart, 

By the Rev. Mr. Dupuy, Mr. Joun Dupuy, 
jun. to Miss Mary R Haskins, daughter ot 
the late Rev. Thomas Haskins 

By the Right Rev. Bishop White, PETER 
PEDERSEN Esq. minister resident from the 
court of Denmark, near the United States, 
to Miss Ann CAROLINE SMITH, eldest daugh. 
ter of the late William Loughton Smith, Esq. 
of South Carolina. 

By the Rev Dr. Abercrombie, Mr. Nicuo- 
LAS TILLINGHART to Miss Ei1za M. WE. 
THERILL. 

== 


DIED, 
On the 18th inst. Joun IMMELL, aged 18. 
Mrs. SaRAH CHEsSTON, wile of Elijah Ches- 
ton, aged 35. 
On the 21st inst. Mrs. SARAH LIPPINCOTT, 
aged 73. 





POETS’ CORNER. 
ACROSTIC. 


Announce the gladsome tidings of the Lord, 

By angels’ voice proclaim’d on Bethl’ems plain, 

Nor fear to speak the mission of the word, 

E’en ’midthe threats of woe and endless pain— 

Remember God’s whole counsel—Fear not 
man. 


Keep tothe ancient truth, that God is One, 

Nor be absurd, to paint a mystic Three, 

Expose corruption, drag it from its throne, 

Erect thy standard, boundless charity. 

Lead tothe light, the sons of Adam’s race, 

Attach’dtoChrist, whocame the world tosave, 

Nurture thy flock with truth and heavenly 
grace, 

Declare to all a ransom from the grave. 


PENITENCE, 


Guilty and vile before my God, 

i fear the vengeance of thy rod; 

My sins like lofty mountains grown, 
Might justly call thy vengeance down. 


But there’s a throne of grace above, 
Where Jesus sits in realms of love ; 

He makes thy love and mercy known, 
And grace shall all with glory crown, 


Jesus, to thee alone I fly ; 

And wilt thou let a sinner die? 
J humbly trust thy sacred word ; 
I seek no other way to God. 


Thy tender heart will sure forgive, 
And bid a guilty sinner live ; 
To all mankind thy grace is tree, 





col, 1 line, 5, from the head, for miricles, 


To Saul, and Magdalen, and me. 
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